i28         THE INSPIRATIONS OF HISTORIANS

of it is sought in the creature's vain endeavours, proves to be meaningful
as soon as the meaning of it is sought in the Creator's indwelling purpose.
'Seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you'1 is the
message of salvation from the Dweller in the Innermost.

*Les grandeurs et les miseres de rhomme sont tellement visibles qu'il
faut nacessairement que la veritable religion nous enseigne et qu'il y a
quelque grand principe de grandeur en Fhormne, et qu'il y a un grand
principe de misere. II faut done qu'elle nous rende raison de ces eton-
nantes contrarietes.'2

In Pascal's vision, it is part of the paradox of Human Nature that

'L'homme n'est qu'un roseau, le plus faible de la Nature, mais c'est
un roseau pensant* ;3

and the purpose for which this 'thinking reed' has been created is pro-
claimed by Jalal-ad-Dln Rumi in the opening lines of the Mathnawi.

Hearken to this reed forlorn
Breathing, even since 'twas torn
From its rushy bed, a strain
Of impassioned love and pain. . . .

JTis the flame of Love that fired me,
'Tis the wine of Love inspired me.
Wouldst thou learn how lovers bleed,
Hearken, hearken to the reed.4

While 'the Heavens declare the glory of God, and the Firmament
showeth His handiwork',5 this singing reed reveals God's purpose. As
the Sun, when he 'rejoiceth as a giant to run his course',6 is the source
from which 'the things that are seen17 derive not only their visibility but
their genesis and their growth and their sustenance,8 so God is the source
from which Man derives his significance as well as his consciousness and
his life, and the purpose of God that is the reason for Man's existence
is that the creature should re-enter into communion with its Creator.

When Man's quest thus finds its true qiblah, Man's spirit rises to the
full height of its powers, and at this spiritual altitude the Soul's feeling
for the poetry in the facts of History is transfigured into a sense of awe in
the presence of an Almighty God (fazza wajalld) who is also God the
Merciful and the Compassionate: Allah ar-Rahman ar-Rahlm. The
lyrical feeling is transfigured into awe at *the tender mercy of our God
whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us' ;9 the epic feeling
into awe at God's execution of His providential designs. 'This is the
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes';10 and the psalmist's
eager acclamation is involuntarily endorsed by a Laodicean historian
when, in writing the last lines of The History of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, Gibbon is moved to describe his subject as 'the greatest,
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